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FACT SHEET
PREDICAMENT

Production company: Midnight Films

in association with New Zealand Film Commission, NZ on Air,
Fulcrum Media Finance and South Taranaki District Council
International Sales: NZ Film Sales

NZ distributor: Rialto Distribution

Director: Jason Stutter

Producer: Sue Rogers

Screenplay: Jason Stutter (based on the novel by R.H. Morrieson)
Co- producer: Vincent Burke

Executive Producer: Jamie Selkirk

Cinematographer: Simon Raby

Editor: Jonathan Woodford-Robinson

Composer: Plan 9 (Dave Donaldson, Steve Roche, Janet Roddick)
Production designer: John Harding

Costume designer: Lesley Burkes-Harding

Casting Director: Rachel Bullock

Cast:

Jemaine Clement as Spook

Heath Franklin as Mervyn Toebeck

Hayden Frost as Cedric Williamson

Tim Finn as Martin Williamson

Tina Grenville-Cagwin as Granny Williamson
Rose Mclver as Maybelle Zimmerman

Genre: crime comedy
Duration: 98 minutes
Format: 1:2.35

Rating: TBA

Contacts:

International sales: James Thompson, NZ Film - james@nzfilm.co.nz
Distributor (NZ/Australia): Kelly Rogers, Rialto Distribution

Publicist (NZ release): Adria Buckton, Trigger Marketing & Publicity

adria_trigger@orcon.net.nz ph 021 498086



PREDICAMENT
Synopsis:

Naive teenager Cedric Williamson, conspires with two misfits to photograph and blackmail
adulterous couples. When the scam goes wrong they end up with blood on their hands.
Tortured by lust, roped into blackmail and possibly an accessory to murder, Cedric is in a

predicament.

Tagline:

Three Misfits. One Murder.



PREDICAMENT

ABOUT THE FILM

Predicament is a crime comedy, adapted by director Jason Stutter, from the novel of the same
name by Ronald Hugh Morrieson, author of New Zealand classics Came A Hot Friday and The

Scarecrow.

The story sees naive teenager Cedric Williamson (Hayden Frost), find a friend in the larger-than-
life blowhard, Mervyn Toebeck (Heath Franklin). Bullied at school and isolated at home, Cedric
is ripe for adventure and Mervyn leads him into a bizarre conspiracy with oddball stranger, the

“Spook” (Jemaine Clement).

The three misfits devise a plot to photograph and blackmail adulterous couples ‘making-out’ in
the local park. Fired by the promise of revenge against the Bramwells (the wealthy property
developers who stole his family’s land) and embarrassed by his gone-mad father (Tim Finn)

building an enormous tower in the front yard, Cedric is ready for action.

When they realise they can’t afford to buy a camera for the job, Cedric ingeniously suggests that

all they need is a flash bulb, to give the impression a photo has been taken.

When they inadvertently “photograph” Maybelle (Rose Mclver), the object of Cedric’s teenage
fantasies, Cedric’s anxiety levels soar and the plot starts to unravel. He jumps at shadows as he

begins to fear the dark side of his new friends.

When the trio con the wrong man, Cedric - tortured by lust, roped into blackmail and possibly an

accessory to murder - is in a predicament.

The film stars Emmy Award nominee Jemaine Clement (of Flight of the Conchords) as Spook, the
intriguing stranger. Cedric’s new friend Mervyn Toebeck is played by Heath Franklin - popular
for his comedy character “Heath Franklin’s Chopper” (from Australia’s Channel 10, Ronnie Johns
Half Hour) - who played to sell-out crowds at the recent New Zealand Comedy Festival with his
live comedy show Make Deadsh*ts History. Newcomer Hayden Frost, from Wellington, plays

Cedric Williamson, the awkward teenager at the centre of the action.



